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  Language  English 

  

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, many businesses have initiated new activities presented as
altruistic or socially responsible, while others are seeking ways to influence or benefit from government
responses to the crisis. While some of these activities may provide limited benefits (e.g. by making
essential products available), many may actually increase the burden of non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) in the population and/or undermine broader development goals.

This is particularly the case where businesses’ core products and activities are harmful to health – such as companies
associated with ‘unhealthy commodities’ such as tobacco, alcohol, ultra-processed food and beverages, gambling,
and fossil fuels.
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NCD Alliance (NCDA) and the SPECTRUM research consortium [1] have launched a tool [2] to collect examples of
activities undertaken or presented by businesses as a response to the COVID-19 crisis – including corporate social
responsibility initiatives, philanthropy, new marketing campaigns, and engagement in policy debates - which members
of the NCDA network around the world have been raising concerns about since the start of the pandemic response.

The information collected will form part of a database that will be used to map industries’ responses to the COVID-19
pandemic across countries and across industries, develop publications and to inform policy debates in the coming
months nationally and globally.

We would love your help! We invite you join us gathering examples by keeping an eye out for industry actions,
activities, communications and behaviours that strike you as interesting, curious and/or concerning, and when you see
them, visit:

bit.ly/NCDA_SPECTRUM_MAPPING_TOOL [3]

[3]
  This survey will only take a few minutes for you to log the details - the location, industry, activity, a link or screen shot,
and any quick comments you might have about the example.

The tool is available in English, French, Spanish and Portuguese, and is computer / tablet web browser and mobile
friendly. We are collecting examples identified between 30th January 2020 (when the WHO declared COVID-19 a
Public Health Emergency of International Concern) and 10 July 2020.

The anonymous tool should take less than 5-10 minutes to fill in, it's completely voluntary, you can stop any time and
you can also return to the survey to make additional submissions (by completing the survey again, with new
information). The information collected will be kept securely and will not be used in a way that will allow contributors to
be identified.

There is no limit on how many contributions you make. You might like to save the link above so it’s easy to find when
you identify an example you'd like to share. You can also scan the QR code on the banner above or gallery below to
easily return to the tool.

We thank you in advance and look forward to your participation and to sharing updates with you in coming months.
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Spread the word: Share on Twitter [4] 

Post Date: Monday, 4 May, 2020
Tags: COVID19 [5]
CDOH [6]
fossil fuel industries [7]
ultra-processed food [8]
alcohol [9]
tobacco [10]
Category - News: Announcements
Search Keywords: COVID19, coronavirus, prevention, risk factors, COVID 
Related Content: SPECTRUM consortium receives funding for NCD prevention research [11]

Page 3 of 6



Help map unhealthy commodity industries' responses to COVID-19
Published on NCD Alliance (http://staging.ncdalliance.org)

Teaser Image: 

Page 4 of 6



Help map unhealthy commodity industries' responses to COVID-19
Published on NCD Alliance (http://staging.ncdalliance.org)

Square Image: 

 

    Source URL: http://staging.ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/help-map-unhealthy-commodity-industries-
responses-to-covid-19  

Links
[1] https://www.ed.ac.uk/spectrum
[2] https://bit.ly/NCDA_SPECTRUM_MAPPING_TOOL
[3] http://bit.ly/NCDA_SPECTRUM_MAPPING_TOOL
[4] https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Join%20me%20in%20helping%20to%20map%20unhealthy%20commodity%
20industry%20responses%20during%20the%20%23COVID19%20pandemic%20-%20Find%20out%20more%20ab
out%20new%20project%20to%20%23ActOnNCDs%20by%20%40NCDAlliance%20%26%20%40SPECTRUMRes
%20%3A%20https%3A//bit.ly/3fcPcu9
[5] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/taxonomy/term/985
[6] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/taxonomy/term/190
[7] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/taxonomy/term/804
[8] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/taxonomy/term/97
[9] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/taxonomy/term/186
[10] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/taxonomy/term/37
[11] http://staging.ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/spectrum-consortium-receives-funding-for-ncd-prevention-
research

Page 5 of 6



Help map unhealthy commodity industries' responses to COVID-19
Published on NCD Alliance (http://staging.ncdalliance.org)

Page 6 of 6


